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Modern spirit and Democracy
Rinko Uemura

What kind of requirements will Democracy needs to function? To answer this
question, it is worthwhile to see the thoughts of Masao Maruyama. He notices
whether they have the modern spirit or not will determine both the characteristics
of literature and politics in the western society and Japanese society. According to
him, the modern spirit includes two particular sense of value. One of them is
realization that the social environment is never natural but is made up by and can
be improved by themselves and the other one is that such a ‘fiction’ superior to
‘natural’. Therefore, we can say that the modern spirit is a kind of spirit that
believes in the value of ‘fiction’.

Western people with this sense of value, or modern spirit, have a sociability
that makes their life itself ‘poetry’ to some extent and makes them familiar to
literature of ‘fiction’ inspiring some abstract concept. On the other hand, because
this 1s not the case of Japan, Japanese people are not familiar with abstract
concepts and feel uneasy about ‘fiction’. Similarly, in the field of politics, western
people regard the system of democracy as a fiction and are aware that they must
keep examining it continuously. Japanese people, however, take their relationship
and social environment as if they were natural like mountain or sea, they never try
to relativize them. The more people have this attitude, the more their society
become incorrigible.

We need to have modern spirit to put democracy system function. People
cannot take part in the politics without the awareness that the social environment
is ‘fiction’ and is changeable. However, it is still doubtful that a person can
separate public benefit from his/her innate desire, as Maruyama refers to. We
should not forget that the concept of democracy was made up by people who believed
in it, not by people who actually practiced it. We should take this difference

seriously when thinking about what democracy is, and how it can function.
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Japanese politics and intraparty factions
Asuka Aiba

When we investigate about the foundation of Japanese democratic
government, we should have a keen insight for the feature of Japanese politics.

What is particularly point is its peculiar structure of intraparty faction. Look
up the word in dictionary, “intraparty faction” means exclusive group allied by
connections, common interests, political ideology and so on. But in Japanese party
politics, there has a peculiar property.

Japanese intraparty faction is defined as groups in political parties. They are
constructed a leader and his followers who generally has no special post. The
leader carries on raising political funds and extending their political links. The
members of group are not only supported in political funds from their leader but
also could build political links. They are in return for according with leader’s idea
in the Diet and leader election of the party.

This system is established in 1955. It called political framework set up in
1955. Then, a splitting Japan Socialist Party is unified and birth of Liberal
Democratic Party by conservative unity of Liberal Party and Democratic Party of
Japan. The worst peculiarity of this structure is that the groups are not allied
political ideology but individual loyalty for each of the leaders.

The background of this structure is guessed that pre-modern dJapanese
collectivism. In this thought, communities are united with mutual aid like
pre-modern village community in Japan. In addition, there are taken root of strict
pecking order and they have social relationships as if they are parent and child.

These sides of Japanese politics are often bringing unclear political definite
decision. Therefore I think that when we meditate upon the future of democracy of

Japan, we should take notice of vestiges pre-modern foundation.
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Democracy as Fiction with Political Participation
Eri Fukuzawa

Masao Maruyama criticized Japanese politics because it considers democracy
absolute, and lost the nature of fiction. The ‘Democracy index 2010’by Economist
Intelligence Unit indicates that Japanese democracy lacks political participation
compared with Northern European countries; its politics is estimated quite
democratic.

Political participation is defined ‘civic actions that exercise influence on
political decisions’. For example, party activity, participation in demonstration
and signature campaign as well as vote. Maruyama also insisted that political
participation is the heart of democracy.

In Sweden, political participation is general. The voting rate is 84.7% (2010).
This high rate derived from high welfare standard with high cost burden, voting
systems that enable all voters to vote and highly clear politics. Members of local
assemblies are mainly consisted of politicians who engage in another occupation.
It means that commonplace people convey civic voices to their own assembly and
the voices are reflected in the political decisions.

At one time, the Coffeehouses in London were flourished as places for free
political discussion. They admitted anyone, which induced public opinion formed

by people who had various standpoints. Jiirgen Habermas considers that public
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sphere appeared from the Coffeehouses.
Swedish people and people in the Coffeehouses think of democracy as fiction
with political participation. The key to change Japanese democracy is political

participation, even if it seems trivial, of each of us.
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Consideration of Ishihara’s Thought
Based on Maruyama’s “From Carnal Literature to Carnal Politics’
Takayuki Kaneko

Maruyama Masao criticized Japanese literature as carnal literature (Nikutai
Bungaku) and politics as carnal politics (Nikutai Seiji). The idea of his criticism is
that both of Japanese writers and politicians do not have a spirit which is
functionally independent of perceptible nature. Therefore, the writers only write
novels containing scenes in which a man and a woman go to bed together. Also in
Japanese political arena, the politicians are directly involved in special interests
and act without mediating laws or systems.

In Ishihara's literature, his works mainly depict violence, murder and sexual
intercourse. His works having such explicit expressions can be said carnal
literature and show that the spirit of Ishihara is not independent from the
perceptible nature. So, he does not have the ability to come up with conceptual
ideas based on the spirit differentiated from the nature. Which means, in his
politics, his spirit is not independent.

Ishihara, the governor of Tokyo, desires to bring the Olympics to Tokyo. His
intention of bringing the Olympics is to boost national prestige and unite the
Japanese nation like Japanese militarism. This concept implies Ishihara’s or
state’s desire is directly connected to people by demanding for patriotism on them in
order to achieve his purpose.

Ishihara’s thought has a tendency toward totalitarianism. He tries to
mobilize people in pursuit of his goal by demanding for patriotism. His thought
emphasizes an organic and emotional sense of unity without mediating laws or
systems. This shows he is uncomfortable about fiction, and so he is pushing

himself in the direction of direct and tangible interpersonal relations.
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Japanese democracy

Through the philosophy of Maruyama

Haruka Miyagi

I'll argue Japanese democracy from Masao Maruyama’s standpoint. He is
a famous Japanese scholar, who is known for his book named “7hought and
Behavior in Modern Japanese Politics”.

Japanese people hardly doubt about democracy because their goal is
constructing institutions of democracy. Today they think they make it to the finish

line.

37



Democracy means politics by people. Maruyama construed it to politics
by independent individual. Independent individual have to separate poetics from
their individual desire. Subjective people continually run over democracy because
after all democracy is fiction.

In Japanese, participation in politics is on declining trend. People
always complain, demand and except politician to have leadership. They hope
change by someone. We cannot say they are subjective people.

It’s people who have a key role of democracy. However sad to say,
independent individual is very few in Japan. We miss such independence. If we
go on except someone to save taking a short view, Japanese democracy is ready to
breakdown at any moment.

Once again, we consider democracy and oneself who is actor of politics.
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Modern politics of Japan considered by Shintaro Ishihara

Jaehee Yim

Regarding to Masao Maruyama, ideology is necessary in order to form t
he basis of democracy. On the other hand, he strongly argues that so-called se
nsual politics (Nikutai Seiji) should not have existed. If sensual politics had
not been chosen at the period, it would have been possible for a democratic countr
y to be built. This is well known to most of us. However, Shintaro Ishihara has
been receiving ardent support from the public for a long time, although his pol
itical idea is a long away from the democracy we have learned. Why are the p
eople attracted to him? In this paper, I would like to introduce Shintaro Ishi
hara’s perspective on modern politics and democracy. It may help you figure

out the cause of his popularity.

Shintaro Ishihara, the governor of Tokyo asserts that realistic politics 1
s more important than ideologies. He thinks that the ideology itself is not en
ough when discussing politics. As he is known for ‘sensual’ literatures (Nikut
ai Bungaku), he appears to be a figure closely related to sensual politics. He
has deep distrust of specious thoughts like democracy or pacifism which have

been notified unilaterally after the war. Thus, he puts emphasis on reality
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such as making realistic political decisions. As a realist, he also claims a n
ecessity of physical reliance on politics. This means that a politic power or a
direct interdependence between politics and body is an essential element to b
uilding a country. Most of all, he knows that people are also attracted by pol
iticians who are closer to sensual politics than the fundamental idea of democ

racy.
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Japanese politicians their own leadership?

Yuki Seki

I bring up a kind of syllogism to think about leadership of Japanese
politicians.
“Having leadership = Having unifying force” “Having unifying force = Having
good impression” “Having leadership = Having good impression”

I used the survey of 2006 - 2010 in this report. These surveys bring up three
points to us.

1. The percentage of “Good” impression about the politicians were high just
after they were inaugurated as Prime Minister.

2. By and large the percentage of “Good” impression about politicians who
didn’t take an important position (e.g. to be inaugurated as Prime Minister) is high.

3. Generally speaking, the percentage of “Good” impression about politicians is
not very high.

From the mentioned above, I would like to bring up the conclusion, “Japanese

politicians do not have leadership”.
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The difficulty of showing the leadership

Yukari Takahashi

In Japan, it’s difficult to demonstrate the leadership of the prime minister.
There’re some reasons and here I'll show four reasons.
1.The system of bureaucrat.
2.The government has the bigger and more complex role in administration.
3.The Japanese parliamentary democracy has mainly done by bureaucrats.
4.The main party is different on the House of Representatives and
Councilors. Therefore, it’s difficult to pass Bills smoothly.
It’ll take long time to shift the Japanese politic situation. However, some
change has happened, since the election in 2009 which led to the change of

government party.
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Future of Japan’s politics
Takuya Kato

We live in a society of democracy. In Japan, we have increased interest in
politics and worried about the future these days. Therefore, I think that it is
necessary to consider the democracy and after the change of government in Japan.

The democracy is regarded as the best form of government today. That may
be true, but it is nothing but one of the best governments. The freedom of
individual is a soul of democracy. From this point of view, we have to consider on
the future of Japan’s politics seriously.

The democracy in Japan has moved one step forward, ushering in an age in
which a change of government occurs through a popular election as a matter of
course. However, many people in Japan hope fade to fears over the Democratic
Party of Japan, because it hasn’t reflected a public opinion. Therefore, it is
expected to change the government again.

In conclusion, the Japan’s politics needs to reflect a public opinion. So, I
suggest that Japan adopts a parliamentary government on the British model.
Because of increasing the power of government, the political decision making would

be more promoted.
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The public adhering to the past
The limits of a single-seat constituency

Aritomo Kojima

These times, Japanese political situation is unstable and the change of
government is becoming in the ordinary way. I think the present election system
seems not to be appropriate to present realities.

Then, what is the best election of Japan? How about a single-seat
constituency which is enforced in The United Kingdom of Great Britain?

A single-seat constituency is advantageous to a two-party system, which is
enforced in Britain, America and so on. Recently, Japanese people tend to select a
politician who seems to have a leadership, so a single-seat constituency might fit
Japanese election system.

In 2010, a general election was held in Britain under the single-seat
constituency. Before the voting, the simulation result showed the Labour Party got
more votes than the Conservative Party did though the survey of public opinion
showed the Conservative Party got more votes than the Labour Party did. Why?
Britain constituency is profitable for the Labour Party because of the national
character.

On the other hand, this time election was concentrating on presenting a
favorable image of the candidates. Brown,® the leader of the Labour Party, was a
person who stands on ceremony, Cameron?, the leader of the Conservative Party,
was in a lively way.

In May, the election was took place, the Conservative Party got more votes
than the Labour Party did. But the Conservative Party failed to get a majority of
the votes, so it formed coalition with the Liberal Democratic Party whose leader was
Clegg'®.

In 2011, the coalition government support is low because they have bad
connections.

Furthermore, a system of proportional representation which is supported by
the Liberal Democratic Party was voted down in a plebiscite referendum because of
the opposition of the Conservative Party. On the contrary, the Labour Party
support is higher than the Conservative Party.

As stated above, a single-seat constituency got to be limit. In addition, the
8 James Gordon Brown(1951~).

9 David William Donald Cameron(1966~).
10 Nicholas William Peter Clegg(1967~)
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present will of people is various. In Japan, People don’t only want “change” but
also yean after “the past system”. This wavering will makes the political situation

complicated.
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President Obama and Citizens’ EX ectations
Y
Ayako Yamaguchi

In 2008, the 44th President of the United States Barak Obama became the first
nonwhite president of the United States. It was one of the most significant
changes in the world. By analyzing what citizens expect of him, it’s possible to
examine American democracy.

Compared with Japan, it takes over a year to choose a new president since he
will most likely not quit during four years in office. Candidates must also choose a
candidate for the vice presidency. Since citizens vote directly for candidates, those
candidates need attractive characteristics; policies and a commanding presence to
persuade them to vote.

In the case of 2008, after Obama won the primary election of the Democratic
Party as the result of his hard-fought campaign with Hillary Clinton, he chose
Joseph Biden as the vice presidential candidate to supplement his lack of
experience. On the other hand, JoAn McCain of the Republican Party chose the
former governor of Alaska Sarah Palin as his vice presidential candidate. His aim
was to steal votes from Hillary. Finally, Obama was chosen as the new president for
three reasons: (1) People wanted change and expected it from him as the first
nonwhite president, (2) Palin was regarded as inappropriate vice president since
she made many gaffes in her campaign and (3) without explaining his policies well,
McCain campaigned negatively against Obama.

The American people need change due to the United State’s fall from
superpower status. After World War II, the US became one of the world’s only
super powers, and led it through technological advancement. Some countries,
which are good at production like China and India, however, have become more
powerful and are moving ahead of the US. Moreover, since the scandals at AIG and
Merrill Lynch as well as opposition from protectionists, the new president had to
solve many problems quite rapidly. When Obama became president, his approval
rating was 63.3%. One year later, it fell to 49.4%. In November of 2011, his

disapproval rating at 49% exceeded his approval rating at 44%. There are four
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main reasons for this: (1) Opposition to financial institutions, (2) the slow
improvement to unemployment rate, (3) opposition to the revision of healthcare and
(4) the Afghani War.

Both Japan and the US need leaders who have leadership and the ability to
change something. People vaguely want leaders to change the present to
something better. Nowadays people’s needs are diversifying. Especially in the US,
which is a racial melting pot, it is hard to cover every citizen’ needs in the way that

democracy uses majority rule.
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The election system of Korea
Shinichiro Naganuma

In Japan, it has passed two years since the change of government; we feel the
limitations of parliamentary democracy. So I want to look for the new election
system to reflect public opinion . Then, we remark Korea, because their culture
and history have had close relationship with Japan but the election system of
Korea is totally different; the direct election. In this country, the change of
government happened in 2007. What was the reason? What was the big change
compared with the election in 2002? I want to study these two elections in this
report.

The presidential election of Korea in 2002, Koh Moo hyun gathered the
heaviest votes in the history. It had a trait that he was overwhelmingly supported
by young people. They didn’t experience the Korean War and the Cold War; they
hoped the good relationship with North Korea and the improvement of economic
disparity, which was caused by the old regime. It could be said that there was a
trend young people wanted to make their future by them.

After that I verified the election in 2007. One of the biggest traits was that
the main supporting layer of the former election, young people, broke away from
Roh Moo hyun’s administration. The reason was that the Roh Moo hyun's
administration made much misgovernment and deteriorated the economy. At this
time, Lee Myung-bak was elected the president, who was the former Mayor of Seoul.
The main reason was that he could make the image of economic president.

Base on these two elections, I think the election system of Korea has the key
point whether the presidential candidate can make the image of a reformer. And
everybody has a possibility to become a president. These points are different from
the election system of Japan. The election system of Japan has the key point to
impress the political party and only members of the Diet can become the Prime
Minister. In other words, in Korea, a good storyteller is better than an expert of
knowledge and experience. I can conclude that the election system of Korea has

the possibility of seeking popularity.
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General Remarks
Ayako Yamaguchi

From the perspectives of Japan, the US, the UK and South Korea, it is
possible to consider the present and future of democracy. We can know voters tend
to choose leaders for their atmosphere of change rather than policies or
achievements. These vague expectations naturally include voters’ various wants.
It 1s now impossible to react to the various needs in the unitary system of the
present democracy.

About the future of democracy, three options exist. The first is assimilation
or change of systems. Systems can be assimilated or changed to react to people’s
needs. If the UK introduces proportional representation for example, it is
absolutely a change. The second choice is a charismatic autocracy (such as a
technocrat or a tyrant). It is an expression of the tendency that 7bhru Hashimoto
was elected as the new mayor of Osaka. The third possibility is people’s
independence from politics. It is possible for people not to rely on countries and
need small government.

Democracy has been regarded as the ideal system after WWII, but it might be

changed without notice in the future.
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Japanese kind of the democracy
Teppei Kato

In this article, I'll try to examine the important concepts of democracy and liberty
for explaining Japanese kind of democracy.

First of all, I'll show you what the democracy is. That is the idea that the civil
rights are protected by a legal system. The democratic nation has to ensure a
liberty and rights for their citizen. And the citizens have to participate in the
politics to keep their liberty and rights that are ensured by their government.

Second of all, what is the liberty? That is the society ensure the things are
judged themselves, without being interfered by the others. Instead, they have a
responsibility to repay the benefit and should follow social order.

However in Japan, people have little understanding of the liberty or
democracy. Moreover, they don’t have any sense that they belong to their society.
Therefore, they don’t recognize an importance of repaying the benefit given by their
society. Thus, they become to take it for granted that they can have and keep their
liberty and lights without doing anything, they don’t have any sense of importance

to participate in politics.
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The Change of Government in 2009 and the Unaffiliated Voters

Tomohiko Watanabe

In 2009, the general election resulted in a power shift. The Liberal
Democratic Party lost most of seats, and the Democratic Party secured 308 seats in
the 480 member Lower House. It is said that social background of this result is
increment of independent voters influence. What kind of influence does this
situation bring about the Japanese democracy and parties; this is the theme of this
report.

First, I had to see classical significances on this theme. Therefore I consulted
“Vom Wesen und Wert der Demokratie” written by Hans Kelsen to write section 2.
In this book, he had tried to define “party” and “democracy”, and he had agreed that
a party is an inevitable result in all over the democratic states.

In section 3 and 4, I attempted to arrange an outline of the general election on
the basis of some opinion researches and articles. These sections indicate
emerging effect of unaffiliated voters upon an election.

In final section, the future of “party” and “democracy” is considered. Judging
good or evil about an increase of independent voters is difficult in the present
situation. However, essentially governed citizens—almost are unaffiliated
voters— are to participate in a scene of creating social order. In conclusion,
citizens are getting to have more and more influential power over the politics,
parties, and consequently Japanese democracy, and have a possibility to change the

existing social systems.
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Shintarou Ishihara’s idea of party politics
and the current of unaffiliated voters
Hiroyuki Toda

I pick up two themes in this report.

1. The relation between Shintarou Ishihara who is the Governor of Tokyo and
his supporters of political parties, especially unaffiliated voters.

In the Tokyo gubernatorial election of 1999 when Ishihara was elected for the
first time, he got a lot of votes of unaffiliated voters. However, he gained many
votes of not only unaffiliated voters, but also supporters of the Liberal Democratic
Party and the Democratic Party. In short, because he had various support bases,
he won the election.

2. Ishihara’s thought about the way of political party.

It is often that Ishihara criticizes new political parties and existing political
parties. However, he is not critical for the party politics itself. He brings the
nucleus of political party like political beliefs into question. Because there is
consistency, as for his political belief, he can have such a criticism, though I cannot

judge whether his political belief is right or not.
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Osaka Restoration Association
Yuzuki Obara

The Osaka Restoration Association is a regional party in Osaka. It was
formed by 7oru Hashimoto who was the then governor. So it is often called
‘Hashimoto new party’. It was formed because of conflict with a prefectural
assembly. The local politics in Japan is conducted by each prefectural assembly
and each governor. To force the prefectural assembly obedience on the governor,
Hashimoto formed a new party.

In the last Osaka-mayoral election, Hashimoto was completely victorious.
The cause of victory was that he could get a big support of unaffiliated voters
accounted for 36% of the total. There are many supporters of the Osaka
Restoration Association in unaffiliated voters.

Hiroya Masuda criticizes that party. He said ‘The prefectural assembly is the
representative of population too. So we should consider decisions of assembly.
The local politics isn’t formed without dialogue’. In addition Shiro Asano said. ‘I
think it is a sensible action. But building a system at discretion of governor isn’t
proper.— On the other hand he objected ‘In the rules of democracy, I take any way
to achieve my purpose. I think the stance like this is the most important in politics.
If I were overdone, I would be fired in the election. So it is not despotic.’

According to a survey to citizen about the necessary qualities and conditions of
the prefectural governor, the top is "action power" and "leadership". People who
answered that reform stance is necessary is only 29%. The people are not asking
too much attitude to reform of the prefectural governor. In other words, people
attach importance to character of the governor himself rather than the actual

content of politics and reform.
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“Reinventing Japan”
2. Japan

Three Views of the World
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