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The Structure of Constitutional Ordering and the
Lifeworld

Yamato Maki /Hikaru Kobayashi /Masato Shiroma

The Constitution of Japan has continued from 1947. The Constitution has
been discussed in Japan to amend or protect. However, the discussion can’t settle on
the end. As the result, it has been the same for decades. We would suppose the

vanishing point in Japan as a cause of this phenomenon.

For an analyze of this theme in this report, we take up the character of
constitutional order that contains some disputes over constitutional amendment or
protection in Japan. The important thing is that the attribution point of ordering of
constitutional amendment or protection should become the vanishing point. For a

purpose of proving this theory, we will expand this reports as you see in follows.

In section 1, we analyze some points of the modern constitution by reviewing
of the history. Moreover, we also show the Constitution as a social system with using

Max Weber’s terminology of power and domination.

In section 2, we consider that the relationship between lifeworld and
constitutional ordering with the clue of the Alfred Schiitz's logic about it. This
chapter will indicate today’s order of the Constitution and the frame of lifeworld. And
we show the existence not only as the unidirectional order but also as interactive

ordering in constitutional structure.

In section 3, we point out the vanishing points that bring on the limitless
confrontation between constitutional amendment or protection with seeing section 1
and 2. Based on the above analysis, we tell you that how constitutional amendment

and protection existed. And we modeled them as the system of act.

In section 4, we confirm the voting system and the section 3 that contains
the theory of constitutional order and the theoretical model of ordinariness.
Furthermore, we explain the effect from voting system under the situation that is

confused by vanishing points in japan. So, the section 4 tells you our conclusion of
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this proceedings. In other words, we specify the meanings of “The structure of the

constitutional ordering and the life world”.

Finally, we will search for the many vanishing points in the orders in Japan
and compare with other countries and their attribution points. And we also
investigate that the effect of vanishing points makes the circular structure without

attribution points in Japan and the order.
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Renunciation of war and nuclear armament

Anzu Ichii /Ayaka Kibi / Enzo Suetsugu / Takayuki Komachi

Article 9 of the Constitution declares that Japan renounces the
sovereign right of belligerency and armed forces with war potential. However,
the basic philosophy of the article has been weakening since Japan had Self-
Defense Forces. This makes Japanese Government enable to stretch the
interpretation of Article 9 and Self-defense right.

The self-defense right prohibits Japan holding any weapons which
attack other countries although the article has tended to be overinterpreted.
That means Japan can even hold nuclear weapons as long as maintaining an
exclusively defense-oriented policy. Government of Japan had tried claiming
possibility of using nuclear deterrence because the constitution does not
prohibit holding the weapons for self-defense right.

Japan does not stipulate a prohibition original nuclear weapons
though the constitution accepts theoretically. Famous policy, three non-
nuclear principles also does not have legal binding. However, Japanese
cannot hold original nuclear weapons because of some international treaties
and agreements to prevent economic sanctions. For example, Japan has to
comply with NPT and Safeguard of IAEA. While it is impossible to develop
and own nuclear weapons, Japan has allowed US Forces to introduce nuclear
bombs secretly and use American nuclear deterrence. Therefore Japan has

chances using American nuclear weapons and nuclear deterrence.
Japan have already had the “potential” nuclear deterrence by a secret

agreement between Japan and America. We need to consider how we should

use nuclear weapons and deterrence or if we should just renounce them.
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The differences between social order and Japanese

constitutional order in terms of national integration

Yuki Konishi/ Yuji Nakamura/Sizuka Narikawa

National integration is a process of modernization and it's based on an
unified norms of peoples. The sovereignty is the fundamental ideology of
national integration and makes a kind of collective representation to the
nation to unify the norm of peoples. Before the WW2, collective
representation for almost Japanese was the Emperor and the basic norm of
all Japanese was founded under the Emperor because the Emperor got the
sovereignty. In the Postwar era, the sovereignty has been gotten by this
people, so that collective representation for Japanese changes variously and
the Emperor has become the symbol of Japan. Nowadays, various collective

representation and the Emperor as the symbol has made up a unified norm.

After that, we considered some changes of such the norms through
education and laws in prewar time. Those are the Peace Preservation Law,
Laws concerning speech control (In particular, laws about newspapers and
publishes.), The National Mobilization Law and history of education in

prewar time. We can find the norm in prewar time based on "the Emperor".

We can find out the norm of Japanese on the idea of postwar education.
The basic act of education in terms of Japanese education’s policy regard the
personal dignity as important. And, we can find that the Emperor was
regarded as the symbol thorough Mitchy boom which was the social
phenomenon in 1958 occurred by marrying the crown prince with Michiko
Shoda who was an ordinary person. The boom can be evidence that range of

symbol was wider not only the Emperor but also his family.

And, we state the relationship between the draft of the constitution of
Japan by the Liberal Democratic Party and collective representation for
Japanese. In the draft, the authorization of the Emperor is emphasized, while

Japanese people have different collective representation. And, if the
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government changes the provision, there emerges the possibility that law and
education make Japanese peoples have different norm to put a strong

emphasis on the Emperor in collective representation.

Finally, we consider the two proposals to the wish of the Emperor to
abdicate the throne through the draft. We described that the Emperor is just
one of the diversified collective representation which represent only the
Emperor without his relatives. In that case, each proposal let the Emperor’s
power weak as norm by complicating who the Emperor is. However, to analyze

changing norms from prewar time to postwar time, we conclude two things.

First, the symbol can be concerned as object of public.

Second, the range of the symbol include the Emperor’s family.
From these conclusions, we think that the discord about enrollment of

symbol exists between public and parties, the government and the Emperor.

Therefore, we estimate that there is no difference each proposal.
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I Renho nationality accusations spur debate on

dual citizenship
2016%10A 78 %

Sep 7, 2016
by Shusuke Murai

Renho nationality accusations spur debate on dual citizenship
by Shusuke Murai

Renho, one of the three candidates vying for the top slot in the Sept. 15
Democratic Party leadership election, has repeatedly denied speculation that
she may be violating the Nationality Law by having de facto dual citizenship.
The high-profile lawmaker from the main opposition DP has a Taiwanese
father and Japanese mother. On Wednesday, she denied the nationality
allegations, telling Jiji Press and other media outlets that she had renounced
her Taiwanese citizenship when she obtained Japanese nationality in 1985
at the age of 17.

But what are the legalities surrounding dual citizenship in Japan?

Is having dual citizenship illegal in Japan?

The Nationality Law states that a Japanese national who also holds foreign
citizenship is obliged to choose one before turning 22 or risk losing Japanese
citizenship.

The Justice Ministry says holding dual citizenship may cause international
conflict caused by a collision of diplomatic protection rights between two

countries. It also says allowing dual citizenship causes identity confusion in

multiple nations.
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How can a person obtain multiple citizenship?

Japan upholds the jus sanguinis principle, meaning that Japanese citizenship
is attributed by blood, as opposed to the jus soli principle upheld by such
countries as the United States, where citizenship is decided by location of
birth.

In many cases, children who are born to a Japanese national and a non-
Japanese citizen acquire multiple citizenship at birth.

Children who were born to Japanese parents in jus soli countries may also
acquire dual citizenship. In that case, parents must declare their desire to
retain Japanese citizenship for their children within three months of birth or

face it being revoked.

Children for whom Japanese citizenship is revoked can retrieve it before they

turn 20 if living in Japan.

A Japanese citizen who marries a foreign national may also acquire dual
citizenship. He or she must choose one nationality within two years after

marriage to avoid dual citizenship if they are 20 or older.

If foreign citizens are naturalized in Japan, they are required to renounce

their current nationality, except when there is a compelling reason not to.

What must be done to avoid dual citizenship?

If people with dual nationalities choose Japanese citizenship, they must
either file a document to prove renunciation of foreign nationality or, if unable
to do so, declare their desire to retain Japanese citizenship to municipalities

or Japanese diplomatic offices overseas.

The Nationality Law states that a person who has dual citizenship could be
notified by the justice minister if the person doesn’t select a nationality two
years after a second citizenship is acquired, or when they reached 22 years of
age. If no action is made within one month after receiving the notice, the

person may lose their Japanese citizenship.
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However, no one has ever been notified nor lost Japanese nationality for
having dual citizenship since the Nationality Law came into effect in 1985,
Justice Ministry official Hiroyuki Ishii said.

“Because losing Japanese citizenship may have an enormous impact to an

individual’s life, we must be extremely careful about exercising it,” Ishii said,
adding that the law does not have any penalties for having dual citizenship.
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“Renho nationality accusations spur debate on

dual citizenship” Summary

Renho, one of the three candidates vying for the top slot in the Spt. 15
Democratic Party leadership election, has repeatedly denied speculation
about the having dual citizenship. The Nationality Law states that a
Japanese national who also holds foreign citizenship must choose one before
turning 22 years of age. The reason is Japan upholds the jus sanguinis
principle. To avoid dual citizenship, in Japan, the nationality sates that a
people with dual citizenship could be notified by the justice minister in some
cases. But no one has ever been notified since the nationality law came into
effect in 1985.

(KX 100words)
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II Tsukiji fish market relocation facing delay by

new Gov. Yuriko Koike
201610A 148 %

Aug 30, 2016
by Magdalena Osumi and Reiji Yoshida

Tokyo Gov. Yuriko Koike has reportedly decided to postpone the planned
November relocation of the famed Tsukiji fish market amid ongoing

concerns over soil contamination at the new Toyosu site.

Koike will reach a decision after groundwater test results are released in

January, Kyodo News and some other media outlets said Tuesday.

The famous market in Chuo Ward was scheduled to close its doors Nov. 2
and re-open Nov. 7 at the new multistory site standing on 400,000 sq.

meters of land in Toyosu on Tokyo Bay.

Koike, who was elected last month, pledged during the campaign that she

would review the relocation project.

Many fish merchants in Tsukiji, in particular tuna wholesale businesses,
have opposed the move on the back of concerns about soil pollution at the
Toyosu site and shortcomings in the planned alternative facilities.

Other merchants have called for a postponement because the relocation is to

take place right before their busiest and most profitable season.

“Postponement is good. I have seen problems with the relocation in

November. November and December is one of the busiest seasons for us,”
Tai Yamaguchi, a worker at Tsukiji-based fish dealer Hitoku Shoten, told
The Japan Times on Tuesday.
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“I'm also worried about pollution, and the facilities in Toyosu are so bad. We

don’t want to move to Toyosu until every problem is addressed.”

The pollution problem emerged in 2001 when Tokyo Gas Co., which
operated a gas plant at the site from 1956 to 1988, revealed that the soil
contained high levels of toxic chemicals such as lead, arsenic, hexavalent

chromium, cyanogen and benzene.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has claimed the new site won’t pose
any health problems either for Tsukiji workers or fish consumers. The

metropolitan government has removed surface soil to 2 meters in depth at
Toyosu and replaced it with new soil. It also plans to keep monitoring the

groundwater for contaminants.

However, a group comprising wholesalers, workers and consumer
representatives has alleged the metropolitan government deliberately hid
information about ground contamination to speed up construction at the

new site.

The group, named Tsukiji wo Mamore (Protect Tsukiji), has also pointed out
that the allocated stall spaces for many fish merchants in Toyosu are too
small to cut huge fish like tuna, and that the new market also won’t have

enough room for transport trucks.

Eiji Tkuine, president of the Tsukiji-based fish dealer EikohSuisan, said poor
communications between the metropolitan government, construction firms
and merchants in Tsukiji in the early planning stages resulted in the

current situation.

“In the early stages, people who do not know much about the market

)

proceeded with the project. It is the reason we see problems like these now,’

Ikuine told The Japan Times.
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Fish dealers should have more actively participated in the project from the
start, he said. At the same time, Ikuine said he was not too worried about

the reported pollution problems.

Fish dealers in Tsukiji, who have cooperated with health authorities for
years, have a good record when it comes to sanitation and dealing with fish,
he said.

“We often have meetings with sanitary inspectors. If there are any serious
(pollution) problems, they would be played up more, but I haven’t heard of

any such cases,” he said.

Koike’s decision could affect the construction of a highway connecting the
central area of Tokyo to the proposed athletes village for the 2020 Summer
Olympics.
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Tsukiji fish market relocation facing delay by new

Gov. Yuriko Koike

Tokyo Gov. Yuriko Koike decided to postpone the November
replication of Tsukiji Fish Market for the contamination of the new Toyosu
site. Koike will determine checking the result of groundwater test. The famed

market was planned to re-open at alternative constructions in Toyosu.

Some wholesalers and workers in Tsukiji worry about solid pollution
and poor facilities. They wouldn’t like to move without solving the problems.
The pollution problems was caused by Tokyo Gas Corporation, which
operated a gas plant in Toyosu. The soil is revealed to contain high levels of
many harmful chemicals. Though Tokyo Metropolitan Government
exchanged surface soil for new soil to prove the environment of Toyosu is safe
enough to work there, wholesalers, workers and consumer representatives

suspect that they conceal some information about problems.

However, Eiji Tkuine said that problems could have be escaped if
workers in Tsukiji had participated in the project and communicated with the
government in the early stage. He also pointed that fish dealers are familiar
with sanitation enough to deal with the pollution. Koike’s decision would
possibly affect highway construction preparing for 2020 Tokyo Olympic.
(AL 177Twords)
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I BOJ ready to act if global downturn threatens

inflation goal: board member
2016510A 218 %

Kyodo
0 Oct 12, 2016

MATSUMOTO, NAGANO PREF. — The Bank of Japan will not hesitate to
pull the trigger on additional monetary easing if a drastic global downturn
threatens the bank’s efforts to achieve its inflation goal, a BOJ board member

said Wednesday.

“Japan remains far from reaching its limit in monetary easing policy,” Policy

Board member Yutaka Harada said in a speech in Matsumoto, Nagano
Prefecture. Harada appeared to dismiss concern in some quarters that the

BOdJ has exhausted its options.

At a policy meeting in September, the advocate of aggressive easing voted to
shift the central bank’s policy focus to controlling yield curves instead of

greater asset buying.

But some economists said Harada’s remarks are unlikely to fuel expectations
that the BOJ will loosen its monetary grip when the Policy Board meets
through Nov. 1.

BOJ Gov. Haruhiko Kuroda said last week that the central bank is ready to
conduct additional monetary easing if necessary, but he said the nation’s

moderate economic recovery does not warrant action at present.
The bank does not think it necessary “at this stage” to tinker with a negative

0.1 percent rate on some reserves that commercial banks park at the BOJ,

Kuroda said in Washington.
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At the latest meeting, the BOJ decided to modify the framework of its bond-
buying program to keep the yield of bellwether 10-year government debt at
around zero percent, while leaving its negative policy rate unchanged at
minus 0.1 percent.

Kuroda has said deepening a key negative interest rate would be a “main
policy tool” and cutting the target level of a long-term interest rate could also
be a way to attain 2 percent inflation.
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BOJ ready to act if global downturn threatens

inflation goal: board member

The Bank of Japan will not hesitate to implement additional monetary
easing if there will be a drastic global downturn which threatens 2 percent inflation
achievement of the Bank of Japan, a BOJ board member Yutaka Harada said on
Wednesday. However, he said it does not need to do above monetary easing action at

present because of the nation’s moderate economic recovery.

In September, the BOJ decided to change the policy that is from greater

asset buying to controlling yield curves.

At the latest meeting, the BOJ declared that it is going to change the
framework bond-buying program in order to maintain the yield of bell-whether 10
years government debt which is around O percent. On the other hand, the negative

policy will keep the minus 0.1 percent.

Kuroda stated it is important to deepen the negative interest rate, and there
can be a possibility that cutting the target level of a long-term interest rate may push
the BOJ’s inflation goal.

(KX 161words)
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IV Hikaru Utada and the iconic women of

Japanese pop who came before her
20164104 288 2

by Ian Martin
Special To The Japan Times
Sep 25, 2016

In an age where anyone and (it often seems) everyone can be an idol, it takes

something special to be an icon.

An icon should stand apart from their peers and embody the spirit of their
generation. They should be distinct to a particular time and place while at

the same time transcending it.

Hikaru Utada is perhaps the only contemporary Japanese pop figure who
fully inhabits this role, but by looking at her predecessors we can find some

revealing reflections of both Utada herself and the eras they helped define.

In the late 1990s, Utada’s most immediate predecessor was Namie Amuro.
With an image that was modern and fashionable, in contrast to the girlish
idol eras that bracketed it, Amuro represented a period when Japanese pop
was learning to see itself as something that could stand alongside the Western

music from which it took many cues.

Utada took this even further, her background growing up in the U.S. adding
an extra veneer of authenticity to her already unusually slick take on R&B
— eclipsing both Amuro and her other main rival of the era, Ayumi Hamasaki.
If an icon is defined in part by longevity, then few can surpass Seiko Matsuda,
a singer who remains the face of 1980s Japan. While Matsuda and Utada’s
careers have parallels, with both dominating domestic charts while misfiring
in their attempts to transfer that success to the States, they are largely

opposites.
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Matsuda’s sweet, hyper-cute image masked a fierce ambition, and she was
first and foremost an idol rather than an artist. Her legacy is best expressed
in singles rather than albums. Matsuda was all about artifice while Utada

urges you to consider the substance.

For a better understanding of what Utada is aiming for, it may be more useful
to look at who wrote Matsuda’s hits, with some of the biggest (“Akai Sweet
Pea,” “Nagisa no Balcony,” among others) being the work of another female
pop icon: Yumi Matsutoya.

At the same time she was contributing to Matsuda’s record-breaking run of
No. 1 hit singles, Matsutoya’s own work retained an almost militant focus on
albums, and the balance she struck between commercial success and artistic
integrity is a source of inspiration to many aspiring musicians. When Utada
chose the path of singer-songwriter over idol, consciously or not she was

following in Matsutoya’s footsteps.

Where Utada and Matsutoya differ most is in the background and
environment. As a teen, Matsutoya (then known by her birth name of Yumi
Arai) was hanging out in vibrant late-1960s and early-1970s artistic circles
that included novelist Kobo Abe, filmmaker Akira Kurosawa and musicians
like Haruomi Hosono, Akiko Yano and others. Surrounded by creative equals,
Matsutoya’s career has been characterized by collaborations, most

prominently with her husband Masataka Matsutoya.

Born in New York, removed from the beating heart of the Japanese music
scene, Utada’s first foray into music came through the more insular world of
her musical parents (under the name U3). Indeed, her enka-singer mother,

Keiko Fuji, is perhaps Utada’s single most defining musical influence.
Enka may seem far from the R&B-influenced pop she is most famous for, but

with its raw emotional appeal, enka in its heyday is perhaps the closest

parallel to the role Utada plays among her own generation.
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Hikaru Utada and the iconic women of Japanese

pop who came before her

Hikaru Utada is perhaps the only contemporary Japanese pop figure
who fully inhabits an idol. An icon should stand apart from their peers and
embody the spirit of their generation.

Bursting onto the scene in 1998 amid delayed banking collapses that
followed the bursting of the bubble economy. She represented an image that
was modern and fashionable, in contrast to the girlish idol eras that
bracketed it.

By looking at her predecessors (Seiko Matsude and Hibari Misora)
we can find some revealing reflections of both Utada herself and the eras
they helped define.

While Matsuda and Utada’s careers have parallels, with both
dominating domestic charts while misfiring in their attempts to transfer
that success to the States, they are largely opposites. But Matsuda was first
and foremost an idol rather than an artist and Utada chose the path of

singer-songwriter over idol.

Misora grew up and matured alongside the postwar generation,
channeling their experiences through her music in the 1950s and ’60s. The
impact of Utada’s return after her 2011 hiatus stems in part from how she

has connected to the generation that has grown up alongside her.

However, if Misora has transcended mere pop stardom to become a
mythical figure from some fable of the reconstruction, and Matsuda
embodies the glitz and glamour of the bubble era’s excess, Utada is
something a little more subdued and even melancholy. Utada is an icon for

a generation united in their sense of alienation.
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Perhaps the message Utada greets her generation with, as they
struggle through a fresh era of uncertainty, is simply, “We’ll get through
this one too, somehow.”

(AX 268words)
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V Trump’s victory sets off protests on both coasts
20165114118 %

Nov 9, 2016

LOS ANGELES — Donald Trump’s presidential victory set off protests early
Wednesday on both coasts.

From Pennsylvania to California, Oregon and Washington hundreds of
people hit the streets to voice their opposition to Trump’s victory over
Hillary Clinton.

Police said at least 500 people swarmed on streets in and around UCLA,
some shouting anti-Trump expletives and others chanting “Not my

president!”
There were no immediate arrests.

Smaller demonstrators were held at University of California campuses and

neighborhoods in Berkeley, Irvine and Davis and at San Jose State.

In Oakland, more than 100 protesters took to downtown streets. KNTV-TV
reported that protesters burned Trump in effigy, smashed windows of the

Oakland Tribune newsroom and set tires and trash on fire.

The California Highway Patrol says a woman was struck by a car during the

protest and severely injured.

In Oregon, dozens of people blocked traffic in downtown Portland and forced
a delay for trains on two light rail lines. Media reports say the crowd grew
to about 300 people, including some who sat in the middle of the road to
block traffic. The crowd of anti-Trump protesters burned American flags and

chanted “That’s not my president.”

In Seattle, a group of about 100 protesters gathered in the Capital Hill
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neighborhood, blocked roads and set a trash bin on fire.

In Pennsylvania, hundreds of University of Pittsburgh students marched
through the streets, with some in the crowd calling for unity. The student-
run campus newspaper, the Pitt News, tweeted about an event later
Wednesday titled “Emergency Meeting: Let’s Unite to Stop President

Trump.”
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Trump’s victory sets off protests on both coasts

“Not my president!” anti-Trump people shouting around UCLA.
Donald Trump’s presidential victory set off protests early Wednesday on both
coasts from Pennsylvania to California, Oregon and Washington. Police said
there were no immediate arrests. Smaller demonstrators were also held at
University of California campuses and neighborhoods in Berkeley, Irvine and
Davis and at San Jose State. In Oakland, more than 100 protesters took to
downtown streets. And also the California Highway Patrol says a woman was
struck by a car during the protest and severely injured. In Oregon, dozens of
people blocked traffic in downtown Portland and forced a delay for trains on
two light rail lines. In Seattle, a group of about 100 protesters gathered in the
Capital Hill neighborhood, blocked roads and set a trash bin on fire. In
Pennsylvania, hundreds of University of Pittsburgh students marched
through the streets, with some in the crowd calling for unity.

(A 150words)
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VI Overtime woes at Dentsu
2016511A188 %

Nov 9, 2016

The suicide of a stressed out, overworked 24-year-old Dentsu Inc. employee
last year is not an isolated case. Labor authorities that raided the Tokyo
headquarters and three regional offices of the nation’s top advertisement
agency this week reportedly suspect that the firm has made a number of other

employees work overtime beyond the limits agreed on with its labor union.

The repeated problems at a leading company like Dentsu — which had in fact
been recognized by the government as a firm taking proactive steps to reduce
overtime work — show that addressing the overworking of Japanese
corporate employees cannot be left to the voluntary efforts of businesses but

require legal measures.

The case of Matsuri Takahashi, who jumped to her death from her
condominium in December 2015 after suffering from depression, was
recognized by the labor inspection office as a result of overwork just as the
administration of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is pushing to cut the chronically
long working hours of the nation’s company workers as part of his “work-style
reforms.” Karoshi, or death from overwork, has remained a serious problem
since it was first highlighted as a social issue in the late 1980s. In fact, the
suicide of another overworked Dentsu employee in 1991 led to a judicial
standard recognizing employers’ responsibility for the overwork-induced
suicides of their workers. It has also surfaced that the death of a young
employee at the firm’s Tokyo head office in 2013 was given compensation
under labor accident insurance program as a result of overwork-induced

illness.

That Takahashi killed herself just a few months after Dentsu had been urged
by labor offices to correct its practices of having its employees illegally work
more overtime hours than allowed under the firm’s labor-management accord
says a lot about the steps taken by the company to manage the health of its
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workers, as well as the effectiveness of government efforts to stop the
overwork of corporate employees. Labor authorities have determined that
Takahashi worked 105 hours of overtime over a month before she developed
symptoms of depression, but records kept by the company showed that the
overtime she reported that month was just barely within the maximum 70
hours under the labormanagement agreement. Her family claims that she
had been told by the company to underreport the overtime hours to keep them
within the limit.

The labor authorities are believed to have gone ahead with the raids on the
Dentsu offices after similar practices were found with other Dentsu
employees in earlier probes that followed Takahashi’s suicide. The officials
reportedly plan to scrutinize the work records and data on the employees’
arrival at and departure from their workplace to see if the company has
habitually had its employees engage in illegal overtime work. A media report
that at least 30 Dentsu employees were found to have underreported their
monthly overtime by more than 100 hours points to the possibility of an

organized practice at the company to cover up illegal overtime.

The Labor Standards Law in principle limits the work hours to eight hours a
day and 40 hours a week. A company needs to strike an agreement with its
labor union to have its employees work beyond the limits. The labor ministry
sets a 45-hour limit on monthly overtime, but the management of a company
can agree with its union for the employees to work longer hours under certain

conditions.
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Overtime woes at Dentsu

The incident which the woman who had died from overworking at
Dentsu revealed that legal measures are required to decrease overworking
without relying on spontaneous efforts of companies. The government tried
to work out improvement for long working hours as a part of “work-style
reforms” at the same time. However, death from overworking has been still
serious problem since it appeared in the 1980s. Dentsu, which was recognized
as reducing over time work, causes death of employee from overworking

multiple times.

Dentsu had attracted the attention of Labor authorities that it had
forced employees to work longer than the time which had been decided the
firm’s labor-management accord before the incident occurred. Though Dentsu
received correction order by Labor authorities to improve the issue, it did not
reduce working hours but disguised working hours by falsifying records.
Labor authorities plans to investigate the work records and data if employees

were forced to work longer illegally.

The Labor Standards Law limits labors to eight hours a day and 40
hours a week. On the other hand, Existing rule allows companies can make

employees engage to work longer hours under certain conditions.
(A 190words)
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VI President Trump: Japanese-Americans,

Japanese in U.S. weigh in
20165114258 &

by Tomoko Otake and Shusuke Murai
Nov 10, 2016

Many Japanese-Americans and Japanese in the U.S. are disappointed by
Donald Trump’s election to the presidency and fear America will become
less tolerant of ethnic minorities, according to a survey by The Japan Times.
The survey, conducted mostly by email, found that many people were
concerned about the class and discrimination issues brought up during the

divisive U.S. campaign.

Wrentaro Howell, a Japanese-American college student who lives in

Atlanta, 1s worried the United States will become less culturally diverse.

“There will be deeper divisions among racial lines, between the rich and

poor, the educated and the uneducated. Trump has alienated too many
people to his presidency that I doubt that those who he offended will be able

to form a meaningful coalition with him,” he said.

“The most disappointing thing is that there is still a large part of the white

community that still believes that America is a nation by white people and
for white people. The popularity of Trump makes it incandescently clear

that we have still yet to break down the myth of a post-racial America.”

Another Japanese-American, Ryan Yokota, 44, who has researched
Okinawan history at the University of Chicago, said U.S.-Japan relations
will suffer, given Trump’s previous comments calling for Japan to pay more
for the cost of hosting U.S. troops.
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He added that, given Trump’s past remarks, it will be difficult for America
to come together.

“He has insulted and alienated every element of American political society,

particularly in terms of women and minorities, and threatens to upend some

of the strongest international economic and political alliances in favor of

protectionism and insularism,” Yokota said.

His sense of anxiety was also shared by at least one Japanese expatriate.

“As a minority woman living in the U.S., I am horrified that a figure who

K

perpetuates racism and misogyny now stands in such a powerful position,’
said Ayaki Kimura, 21-year-old student in Atlanta who has lived there for

three years.

“If I had had the chance to vote, I would definitely have voted for Clinton

rather than someone like Trump, who speaks only to the interests of a

small, privileged demographic,” she said.

Meanwhile, Sandra Naoko Roam, 52, from Tennessee, said she voted for

Trump because she wanted to be “proud of my government” once again.
“I'm happy about the results, however I'm a bit scared.” she said. “I want to
feel somewhat secure and time will tell.”

Shiina Yamada, 33, who lives in Austin, Texas, said she was “more terrified

than anything” about being a member of a sexual minority under a Trump

presidency.
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“I am a queer Japanese-American living in the South. I was planning on

proposing to my partner in the next few months, but we are now considering
elopement to secure our right to marry before that right could be taken

away from us,” she said.

Some Japanese-American respondents compared Trump’s call to ban
Muslims from entering the United States to the internment of Japanese-
Americans during World War II.

Between 1942 and 1946, more than 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry —
many of them U.S. citizens — were locked up in internment camps in the
central and western parts of the U.S. because they were considered

potential enemies.

Last year, when he was asked whether he would have supported that
decision, Trump said that he hated the idea of internment camps but could

not give an honest answer without having been there at the time.

“This is especially alarming given that a federal commission found that the

root causes of our wartime incarceration were wartime hysteria, racial
prejudice and a failure of political leadership,” said Kenji Taguma, 47,
editor-in-chief of Nichi Bei Weekly in San Francisco. “To even question the
merits of that wartime decision is rather shocking to the Japanese-

American community.”

Gwen Muranaka, the English editor of Rafu Shimpo, a Los Angeles-based
newspaper for the Japanese-American community, said by telephone that
one thing the community must do now is to shed light on the plight of
MuslimAmericans, who could be most severely impacted by Trump’s ascent

to the presidency.

“Since 9/11, the Japanese-American community has seen a parallel with the

treatment of Muslim-Americans and what happened to us during WWII,”
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she said. “So there are a quite few in our community who feel that it is our
role to bring attention to that.

“People are very upset and there’s a period of mourning, but I think people

will regroup and contribute to our democracy. What else can we do?”
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President Trump: Japanese-Americans, Japanese

in U.S. weigh in

Many Japanese-Americans and Japanese in the U.S. are disappointed
by Donald Trump’s election to the presidency and fear America will become
less tolerant of ethnic minorities, according to a survey by The Japan Times.
The survey found out that they are concerned about the class and

discrimination issues brought up during the divisive U.S. campaign.

Some Japanese-American people worried about Trump’s offensive
past remarks and racial intolerant tendency of United States’. And also talk
about Trump’s previous comments calling for Japan to pay more for the cost
of hosting U.S. troops. That will change the relationship between Japan and
United States. Under his presidency, it will be difficult for America to come
together.

Meanwhile, some Japanese-American people vote Trump to “proud
of my government” once again. But also they feel scared because they can’t
forecast what actually Trump do. Asexual minority people forced to change

their plan to marry before taking off their right to marry.

Some Japanese-American respondents compared Trump’s call to ban
Muslims from entering the United States to the internment of Japanese-
Americans during World War II. Gwen Muranaka, the English editor of Rafu
Shimpo, a Los Angeles-based newspaper for the Japanese-American
community, said by telephone that one thing the community must do now is
to shed light on the plight of Muslim-Americans, who could be most severely
impacted by Trump’s ascent to the presidency.

(KX 227words)
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VI Cutting down on passive smoking
2016512A 2 8%

Editorial
Nov 12, 2016

There are welcome signs that the government is getting serious about steps
to protect people from passive smoking as it prepares for the 2020 Olympics
in Tokyo. Since Japan’s anti-smoking efforts are seen as among the weakest
in the world, the government should aim to introduced a total ban on smoking

in indoor public spaces.

It is not that Japan lacks legislation to control smoking in public spaces. A
2003 law to promote public health requires parties concerned to try to stop
exposure to passive smoking in venues where large numbers of people gather,
such as schools, hospitals, department stores and restaurants, but it carries
no punishment for those who fail to take such steps.

According to the World Health Organization, 49 countries had laws as of the
end of 2014 totally banning smoking in public spaces with penalties for
violators. In assessing the measures taken here, the WHO rates Japan’s anti-
smoking efforts among the worst in the world. That the WHO concluded an
agreement in 2010 with the International Olympic Committee to aim for
“tobacco-free” Olympic Games is giving the government a sense of urgency to
introduce tighter steps against smoking in public spaces by 2020. But it is the
effects on public health that should be prompting the relevant action.

The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry’s white paper on smoking, revised
this fall for the first time in 15 years, cites a 2013 government survey on
public health and nutrition showing that 9.3 percent of adults reported
exposure to passive smoking almost daily at home, while 33.1 percent said
they were exposed at least once a month in their workplace. Of the latter
group,46.8 percent experienced passive smoking in restaurants, 9.7 percent
in administrative facilities and 6.5 percent in hospitals. The report also

quotes another government survey on health conditions of workers that found
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42.2 percent of nonsmoking workers were frequently exposed to passive
smoke in the workplace in 2012 — a decline from 56.4 percent in 2007 and
72.9 percent in 2002.

A key point in the white paper is that it now calls for a total smoking ban in
indoor public spaces, based on findings that link smoking to various diseases,
including cancer. It points out that even if smoking areas are established in
such places as offices and commercial establishments, it is impossible to
prevent smoke from spreading to other areas, and that employees who clean
smoking areas or work in such places as restaurants and bars are still

exposed to secondhand smoke.

By analyzing various studies, the report says there is a sufficient causal
relationship between passive smoking and such diseases as lung cancer, heart
disease, strokes, childhood asthma and sudden infant death syndrome. While
5 million people around the world die of smoking-related health problems
every year, passive smoking is attributed to the death of some 600,000 others.
In Japan, the government estimates the annual number of deaths in health
problems caused by active smoking at 130,000 and the casualties of
secondhand smoke at 15,000. These numbers alone should serve as a clear

warning about the health dangers of both active and passive smoking.

A few local governments have acted to combat the problem. Kanagawa
Prefecture introduced a by-law in 2010 banning smoking in public venues like
local government offices, schools, hospitals and shops, and mandating either
a smoking ban or separating smoking and non-smoking areas with a partition
— with the nonsmoking area occupying more than half the entire space — in
such places as hotels, restaurants and entertainment facilities, although
establishments that are 100 square meters or smaller are exempt. Operators
of such facilities that fail to comply face up to ¥50,000 in fines and people who
smoke in nonsmoking areas can be fined up to ¥20,000. A similar by-law was

put in place by Hyogo Prefecture in 2013.

A plan compiled last month by the health ministry on legislation to fight
secondhand smoke calls for a total ban on smoking in hospital and school

compounds and in government buildings and offices. Smoking would be
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banned in principle in restaurants, hotels, railway stations, airport buildings
and bus terminals, but their operators would be allowed to set up smoking
rooms. Violations would be met with penalties for operators of the facilities
and smokers alike.

The ministry’s plan to approve of smoking rooms in commercial
establishments such as restaurants contradicts its own white paper that
advocates a total ban in indoor public spaces. It’s true that opposition from
the food and tobacco industries has been the biggest obstacle to tougher
measures — especially complaints from restaurant and bar operators that a
smoking ban would hurt their sales. Even the ministry’s watered down plan
is likely to face resistance from affected industries in the process of drafting
the legislation. The ministry and other concerned parties should note,
however, that a total ban on smoking would put all businesses, large and

small, on an equal competitive footing and thus would be most fair.

Efforts should also be made to raise public awareness, particularly among
children, about the dangers of active and passive smoking. Schools, local
governments, communities and the media should strive to establish programs

to effectively convey the health risks posed by tobacco.
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Cutting down on passive smoking

There are welcome signs that the government is getting serious about
steps to protect people from passive smoking as it prepares for the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo. Since Japan’s anti-smoking efforts are seen as among the
weakest in the world, the government should aim to introduced a total ban

on smoking in indoor public spaces.

According to the World Health Organization, 49 countries had laws as
of the end of 2014 totally banning smoking in public spaces with penalties
for violators. In assessing the measures taken here, the WHO rates Japan’s
anti-smoking efforts among the worst in the world. That the WHO
concluded an agreement in 2010 with the International Olympic Committee
to aim for “tobacco-free” Olympic Games is giving the government a sense of

urgency to introduce tighter steps against smoking in public spaces by 2020.

The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry’s white paper on smoking,
revised this fall for the first time in 15 years. This white paper reported
percentage of exposure to passive smoking almost daily at home and in their
workplace. A key point in the white paper is that it now calls for a total
smoking ban in indoor public spaces, based on findings that link smoking to

various diseases, including cancer.

Then, a plan compiled last month by the health ministry on legislation to
fight secondhand smoke calls for a total ban on smoking in hospital and
school compounds and in government buildings and offices. Smoking would
be banned in principle in restaurants, hotels, railway stations, airport
buildings and bus terminals, but their operators would be allowed to set up
smoking rooms. So the ministry’s plan contradicts its own white paper that
advocates a total ban in indoor public spaces. It’s true that opposition from
the food and tobacco industries has been the biggest obstacle to tougher

measures.
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But in any case, efforts should also be made to raise public awareness,
particularly among children, about the dangers of active and passive
smoking. Schools, local governments, communities and the media should

strive to establish programs to effectively convey the health risks posed by
tobacco.

(R 349words)
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IX Skilled foreign workers to be employed by

farms in special zones
201612 A 16 By

Kyodo e Dec 12, 2016

The government will allow skilled non-Japanese to work in the agricultural

sector in special economic zones to alleviate the farming labor shortage.

“We have decided to add the employment of foreign workers in the
agricultural sector ... to the menu for strategic special zones,” Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe told a meeting Monday of an advisory council on national strategic

special zones.

The offer is expected to be restricted to applicants who can meet skill criteria
— for example, having studied agriculture at university level in their home

countries — and have some ability to communicate in Japanese.

Employers in the special zones will be required to pay the foreign workers at

least as much as they do Japanese performing the same job.

This departs from the existing system introduced in 1993 allowing unskilled
trainees from developing countries to work in agriculture and other fields in

pursuit of skill qualifications.

That system, expected to be retained separately, has been criticized as a
vehicle for forced cheap labor, including documented cases of migrant workers

being trapped in oppressive conditions.

The special strategic zones targeted to receive skilled foreign farm workers

are in Akita, Ibaraki, Aichi and Nagasaki prefectures.

Kozo Yamamoto, minister for regional revitalization, told reporters after the

meeting that the government will now work out the specifics of the new
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system with the aim of submitting an amendment to the law on strategic

special zones during the next ordinary Diet session early next year.

Those aged 65 or older accounted for some 63.5 percent of the 2.10 million
people in Japan who counted farming as their principal occupation in 2015,
according to government data.

At the same meeting, the government decided to allow small-scale day care
centers in strategic special zones to look after children up to 5 years old.
Existing rules limit them to caring for children up to 2 years old.

The move is aimed at tackling a shortage of spots at day care centers, allowing

parents of young children who want to return to work or participate more

fully in work to do so.
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Skilled foreign workers to be employed by farms in

special zones

Because of manpower shortage, the government permits emigrants
workers who meet the criteria of language and school career to be employed
by farms in special zones.

This system is different from the existing system introduced in 1993
which forced the foreigner to work like a vehicle. The old system was justified

under the pretext of teaching.

The minister for regional revitalization Yamamoto told reporters that
the government will work out the specifics of the new system with the aim of
submitting an amendment to the law on strategic special zones during the

next ordinary Diet session early next year.

For example, the allowing to create the small-scale day care without
the regulation of the age of children. For the purpose of the increase the

women who can work out.

(A X 129words)
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